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	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Crystal Rushing

	School District
	Austin ISD

	School Name
	Fulmore Middle School

	School City, State
	Austin, Texas

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	Who Am I?

	Unit Summary

	In this unit, students will be introduced to the basics of digital film making.  Starting with the seemingly simple, but, ultimately, very complex question of Who Am I?, students collect primary artifacts, interview friends and family members, write a story board, and then create a film that attempts to answer the Who Am I question.

The following topics/ will be addressed:

Data collection: audio video recording, digital photography, hard copies of primary aartifacts

Storyboard basics

Video editing

The following concepts will be addressed;

Identity

Significance of culture in shaping a person’s identity

Importance of primary artifacts

Basic film theory

Video/audio editing

Basic narrative and documentary theory

The various activities are designed and sequenced  in order to guide students towards answering the main questions.  The questions call for students to uncover a person’s unique identity as it is situated within many layers of cultural screens.  Only through seeking the answers to the questions via interviews, examination of primary documents, and one’s own reflection, can the Who Am I questions and all the unit and content questions be answered.



	Subject Area

	The focus of this unit is intended to align with the Language Arts TEKS for 7th grade.  The focus is mainly on crafting a narrative of a subject.  Core writing concepts and processes such as brainstorming, drafring, revising, editing, and publishing are used. With the digital media, the process also takes on a second layer of difficulty, which turning the narrative into a compelling digital short.

	Grade Level  

	6-8

	Approximate Time Needed 

	6 weeks

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	Produce research projects and reports in effective formats for various audiences. 

(13F) 

Produce communications using technology or appropriate media such as developing a class newspaper, multimedia reports, or video reports.

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	SO--Create a compelling digital short answering the question Who Am I?

LO—

Data collection skills

Writing skills

Multimedia skills

Documentay/narrative theory as it applies to digital filmmaking



	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	Who Am I?

	
	Unit Questions 
	Select, organize, or produce visuals to complement and extend meanings.

How do you choose friends?

How do you understand someone’s life?

What is the importance of personal artifacts?

How is your identity created?

What is the importance of friends and family in identity?

What can learning about other people’s identity teach us about ourselves?

How do you collect bibliographic data?



	
	Content 
Questions
	Who do I admire in life?  What do I want to be when I grow up?  What is important to me right now?  What is worth fighting for?  Who do you consider to be part of your inner circle?  What are the parts of an interview?  What is identity? What is a bibliography?, how is identity constructed?



	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed

· Students complete identity surveys

· K-W-L

· Project Plan

· Pre test

[image: image1.png]Describe the assessments that you and your students use to gauge needs, set goals, monitor progress,
provide feedback, assess thinking and processes, and reflect on learning throughout the learning cycle.
These might include graphic organizers, journal prompts, anecdotal notes, checklists, conferences,
questioning, and rubrics. Also describe the artifacts of student learning that you assess, such as products,
presentations, written documents, or performances and the assessments you use. Describe in the
Instructional Procedures section who uses the assessments, how they are used, and where they occur.




· Students will complete at least three interviews, collect 7 key  primary artifacts, keep a reflection log,  complete a basic course in audio/video editing, submit daily updated, that’s right, daily updates, make constant reference to the project timeleing, and create a hard copy of their story board and use post it notes to reflect new ideas, edits, further explanations, etc.

Student will compare their completed work to the rubric we have developed that defines what a successful digital short video looks like.

Students will be able to critique the digital shorts of others using language from the discipline. 



	Assessment Summary

	Story board graphic organizers

Video and audio editing rubrics

Interview rubrics

Checklist for what makes a compelling narrative of one’s identity

Video log

An interactive storyboard



	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

Conceptual knowledge: identity, how identity is creatied, primary document collection and analysis, storyboarding skill.

Technical knowledge: audio and video editing, image editing, laptop/desktop knowledge,  garageband knowledge, 

	Instructional Procedures

	Overview—students will learn how identity is shaped and formed through many layers of cultural filters.

Data Collection—students will collect primary artifacts to build a picture of the subject.

Students are involved in a constant process of planning their own learning when they understand what the end result needs to be and then make efforts to find the data, parse the data, and then learn the writing and technology skills needed to create a digital short that presents the subject in a complelling way.  With respect to writing  and compelling, this requires students to understand and move through the writing process.

Students will do daily assessments of what they need to keep moving their project toward the version of the ideal digital short.  Checklists will be used as well as conferences between student and teacher and student and student.



	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student
	Assistive and adaptive technologies may be needed as the end product relies primarily on technology use.

	
	Nonnative English Speaker
	As students may be interviewing subjects who speak a different language, translation help would be useful.

	
	Gifted Student
	GT students can extend this basic project by creaing their own theme music, for the video. GT students are also invited to select a particular technique used in a documentary and recreated that technique for their own film.

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other       


	Printed Materials
	Basic textbook on film, George Mead’s work on Social Selves.

	Supplies
	Video camera, still camera, video/audio editing software, 

	Internet Resources
	www.brainbackbend.com, www.pbwiki.com, www.google.com, www.austinisd.org

	Other Resources
	Students will travel to the local access tv station to meet with directors; students will travel to coffeehouses to interview the subjects who are part of this study; students will meet with two parents of mine who are in the film business.  The parents will discuss storyboard basics and editing techniques.
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